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| I had a frank talk with Bob McKaaara October 7. John 

McKaughton was preseat. I tinder lined my belief that peace 
! talks with Hanoi were not in sight unless the Soviet Onion 

| would agree to replace China as the provider of largesse 

for Hanoi. At the present tine Hanoi would have to almost 
j break with China as Peking was insistent on the continuation 

of the war. So far there Is no indication that Hanoi Is 
i ready to undertake talks. I explained there was little that 

| we were offering Hanoi, even in the Goldberg speech, which 

I felt was excellent and useful vis-a-vis the Russians and 
! world opinion. Ho Chi Minh had been fighting for a quarter 

of a century for the independence and unification of his 
country. He thought that he had been cheated by the 54 
I agreements, and didn't want to give up now. There appears 

! to be evidence that he still thinks that we will get tired 

and compromise with our preseat position. j 

On Germany, he fully agrees that a hardware deal will 
never come off. When I reminded him that he felt the Germans 
would accept it, he stated the State Department didn't agree. 

! £ responded that we would have to do sometkhg for Erhard, 

such as reduce our demands in the area of "offset". Z pointed 
out that if we ceild get a non-proliferation agreement, it 
would be of enormous value to the President in his position. i 
He agreed it was desirable, as far as Europe was concerned, j 

but didn't see the connection with Vietnam. He pointed out \ 

the President had made the decision against his advice to 
maintain the hardware option . (Kick Xatzenbach toned thin 
down somewhat — see memcoo) . 


I pointed out that I had been much impressed with Lodge 
and Ey on one subject, namely, that the ending of terror is 
perhaps even more important than the withdrawal of Horth 
Vietnamese, since that is self-policing in the sense that it 
is exposed to the public eye, whereas from the Laos experience 
we would never know whether they took out their northerners 
from the ranks of the VC. • He probably could confirm their 
caking out units of the Korth Vietnamese army. 
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I asked what we could do to get the Buss Laos to 
undertake more responsibility for a peace settlement. He 
counter-attacked by asking why we weren’t able to open up 
channels of communication with Hanoi. X said there Is 
no problem of opening up channels with Hanoi , but It Is 
what we say that closes them down. We have nothing of any 
Interest to Hanoi to tell them. He disputed this and wanted 
to know why we didn't get In touch with Bo In Paris and fol- 
low through with Orlandl and his Polish ICC contact. X 
replied we were following through every conceivable channel, 
but the only encouraging area was the Eastern Europeans, who 
were showing Increasing desire to promote a settlement. 

He asked me whether I would suggest another bombing 
pause, and seemed disappointed when I said not at present. 

I suggested as an alternative reducing the area of attack 
to South of a Vlnh northwesters line. He disapproved of 
this, saying If we ever pulled back that far, it would be 
difficult to start again. It was late in the talk and we 
couldn't explore this further. 

I told if he ever had any Ideas about what we could 
get in return for a pause in boobing, I would certainly favor 
It and I would have It very much is mind. 

All in all, he aeeaed depressed about his losing out on 
the hardware option in non-proliferation. 

I urged further that we continue to explore a mutual thin- 
ning out with Soviets in Europe by mutual example. 


V. Averell Harrimaa 
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